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we have not known how to go about it. For me, therefore, the
poverty of results is not a cause for disappointment but for greater
and more enlightened effort. Our failures we can convert into so
many steps to success.

The village work frightens us. We who are town-bred find it
trying to take to the village life. Our bodies in many cases do not
respond to the hard life. But it is a difficulty which we have to
face boldly, even heroically, if our desire is to establish swaraj
for the people, not substitute one class rule by another, which may
be even worse.* Hitherto the villagers have died in their thousands
so that we might live. Now we might have to die so that they may
live* The difference will be fundamental. The former have died
unknowingly and involuntarily. Their enforced sacrifice has de-
graded us. If now we die knowingly and willingly, our sacrifice
will ennoble us and the whole nation. Let us not flinch from the
necessary sacrifice, if we will live as an independent, self-respect-
ing nation.

The difficulty with the non-co-operating lawyers is greater still.
They have unfortunately been used to a highly artificial life totally
out of harmony with their national surroundings. I regard it as a
crime that any lawyer or doctor should charge or get, say, Rs.
1,000 per day or for that matter even Rs. 100 per day. It is no
answer to the indictment that it is the monicd men who pay and
there can be no harm, but it may be all to the good if lawyers
take money from the rich people and use a part for the public
good. If the profession was disinterested and charged only enough
for maintenance, the monied men would also have to revise their
budget. As it is, we seem to be moving in a vicious circle. "

If under swaraj we shall have to make the town life corres-
pond to the village life, we shall be bound to simplify the town
mode of life. The beginning has to be made now. Why should
lawyers feel so utterly helpless as they seem to do now? Is star-
vation the only alternative if they cannot resume practice ? Is
it impossible for a resourceful lawyer to turn his attention to
weaving or any other honourable toil?

It is difficult for me to advise non-co-operating lawyers and
schoolmasters. If they believe in the boycott, they should face all
difficulties and continue the boycott. If they do not believe in
it, they can,'without any disgrace attaching to their action, rejoin
the profession. As I do not believe in the mandate theory, I

rs reply to Bhagwandas's criticism  of  tiiese views,    vide